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By focusing on different states of motion, both formally and aesthetically, Sebastian Hempel
directly influences our sensory perceptions and experience of space. His work is often three-
dimensional, with tennis balls that jump, floors that move, aluminium cans that dance, and
styrofoam balls that fall like snow. Invariably, the viewer is drawn physically into the
phenomenon of movement that permeates his installational work, in which perception is

dependent on time.

The objects that populate Hempel's oeuvre include rotating LEDs and moving wall pictures.
Floating discs of polarizing foil change colour, ranging from transparent to black, and
disappear in one place only to reappear in another. Despite their constant transformations,
all of Hempel’s works are pictorial in nature. Even the installation black movement can be
considered a wall picture. In it, eleven white textile surfaces slide vertically and horizontally in
front of a black background. After a pre-specified interval, the white fields stop moving,

creating a panoply of images and forms over time. Similarly, the rotating Irrlicht (Will-o’-the-



Wisp) becomes a luminous, central point in the picture that is our field of view, and the work md 15.10.08 16:32
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